
MAZDA NORTH AMERICAN OPERATIONS 
7755 Irvine Center Drive • Irvine, CA 92618 
Tel (949) 727-1900 • Fax (949) 727-6813 
InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom 

anywhere in the document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

   

 
 
Mazda Motorsports: 2017 NASA West Recap 

 

For Immediate Release 

  

Contact: Dean Case, Mazda Motorsports (310) 318-4582, mazdaspeed@MazdaUSA.com 

Jade Gurss, Mazda Motorsports (317) 517-4121, MazdaMotorsports@icloud.com   

 

Mazda Motorsports NASA West Recap 

- 29 Car Spec Miata Race Highlights Thunderhill Weekend - 

 

WILLOWS, Calif. (October 11, 2017) – The 2017 NASA Western States Championships presented 

by Toyo Tires will be remembered as the year of the fire.  A multi-acre grassfire delayed the 

Sunday morning schedule by almost three hours.  When the smoke cleared, it was a hot battle 

between 29 Spec Miata racers chasing an opportunity for the $100,000 Mazda Road to 24 (MRT24) 

Shootout. 

 

Tristan Littlehale won the Spec Miata championship race after Nick Sommers was penalized for an 

on-track infraction.  Both Littlehale and Sommers are now qualified for the MRT24 Shootout.  

Sommers had already secured the West Coast Region Teen Mazda Challenge championship.  

 

Joining Littlehale and Sommers on the podium was Matt Million.  Roy Fulmer IV was the hard 

charger of the race, moving from 27th to sixth.  Sommers, Million, and Fulmer are all Teen Mazda 

Challenge competitors.   

 

In the NP01 class, where all of the Elan prototypes are powered by Mazda MZR engines, Brian 

Lock scored the win over Jeremy Croiset and Chad Plavan. 

 

In the ST4 open class, Austin Newmark won both qualifying races, but missed the pre-grid cutoff 

time and had to start from pit lane. Austin drove his Mazda Miata through the field of BMWs, 

Porsches, Hondas, Nissans, Acuras, Minis, and Chevrolets to finish second, just 3.465 seconds 

behind the winner. 

 

“Our hats are off to Tristan Littlehale, Brian Lock, and all of our NASA Racers in Spec Miata, NP01, 

and the many PT and TT classes,” said David Cook, business development manager, Mazda 
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Motorsports. “We had a great weekend at Thunderhill and we can’t wait to wrap up the year with 

NASA at Sebring in two weeks." 

 

The NASA Eastern States Championships will take place on October 19-22 in Sebring Florida. A 

select group of the competing racers from both NASA championships will be eligible for the Mazda 

Road to 24 shootout, seeking to earn a Mazda Scholarship to compete in the 2018 Battery Tender 

Global Mazda MX-5 Cup presented by BFGoodrich Tires.  The shootout will take place in early 

December.  Shootout details will be announced at a later date. 

 

About Mazda Motorsports:  

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any 

auto manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 program offers a number of scholarships to 

advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global Mazda MX-5 Cup series 

and culminating with the Mazda Prototype team. The Mazda Road to Indy is a similar program that 

includes Mazda-powered categories of USF2000, Pro Mazda and Indy Lights. In grassroots road 

racing, more Mazdas race on any given weekend in North America than any other manufacturer. 

Mazda is also the title sponsor of the renowned Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca in Monterey, 

California. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com, @MazdaRacing on Twitter, and 

MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook. 

 

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, 

marketing, parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico 

through nearly 600 dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in 

Mexico City. For more information on Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit 

the online Mazda media center at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.  

 

Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and 

Facebook at Facebook.com/Mazda 
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